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Oxfordshire Local Wildlife Site Survey Report

ABOUT TVERC
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Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) is a 'not for profit' organisation covering Berkst
and Oxfordshire. We arein by a partnership and are one of a national network of local records centres.
We are a member of the Association of Locatd®ds Centres (ALERC) and the National Biodiversity
Network (NBN). Our funding partners include all the local authorities far@shire & Berkshire plus the
Environment Agency. We also work closely wviite Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire M#&ld
Trust BBOWT. We provide our funding partners with annually updated species and sites informatnoh
undertake surveysfd_ocal Wildlife i&es (LWS) We also carry out data analysis for the monitoring of local
authority Local Plans. We provideaniation to parish councils, local people, conservation bodies,-land
owners, students and commercial organisations such as gwalbconsultants and utilities companies via
data searches, datlicensing and data exchanges.

THE LOCAL WILDLIAEESS PROJEC

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are areas of land recognised for having high wildlife value containing rare
threatened habitatsand speciesOxfordshire has abou370 LWS coveringpproximately2.4% of the
county. Oxfordi KA NB Q& [ 2 { | vaiety &f iMIBe, an®arelcondider®d<to be of county, if not
national importance The OxfordshireWildlife Sites project is a pamership between TVER8BOWTand

local authorities, working alongside landowners and conservatiodidsoto help conserveVWS The
project aims to identify the best quality sites for wildlife acradsfordsire. Those that fit the selection
criteria are ndified as LWS through a process of ecological survey and assessment.

THE PURPOSE OWS SURVEYS, ANBIS REPORT

The survgs we conduct of LWS are designed to be relatively rapid, with the aim of gaining a general ove
view of the habitats and species gent. The survey methodology we use provides a focus on summarising
the plant species we observe during the survey (alaegsiny incidental animal observations we make),
rather than achieving comprehensive list of all species currently present withendite.

This reportis designed to set out a summary of the findings from the most recent ecological survey of &
LWS, whiclwill include reference to any habitats and species found within the site that are priorities for
conservation recognised through thgatural Environment and Rural Communities Act. The report also
provides a species list of all species observed and idehiifuring the survey. The purpose of this report is
both to inform the landowner of what has bedaund on their land, and notifan independent selection
panelof the findings from the survey. This panetaesponsible for determining whether each sitergeyed
meets the current LWS selection criteria, and this survey and report theretmeder informs their
decision.

L) .‘c Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
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_ , CENTRAL GRID
SITE NAME: SITECODE: REFERENCE:
Ewelme Cress Beds 69F03 SU 6403 9179
DATE SITE SURVEYED: SURVEYOR(S):
23/07/2019 Julie Kerans
DISTRICT / UNITARY: PARISH / WARD:
South Oxfordshire Ewelme
ASSESSMENT OF SURWEtime taken, weather conditions and any limitations)
About 6 hours were spent on site in hot, sunny conditions
All the main sections of the site were seen
SITE STATUAt time of survey):

BBOW
LWS pLWS pLWS EX LNR NNR SSSI pSSSI | res.
Common| Private

BOA AONB RIGS SPA SAC Land Land | Other

If 'other’, include details hereChiltern Society
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT:

The site is section oktream atEwelmevillage. It isnot in a @nservationTargetAreas The
proposed extensiomcludes a roadside channel and pandhe east.There is some connectivity
along the brook but no other nearby sites.

SITE ARE@a): MAJOR ASPECT: MAJOR SLOPE: ALTITUDEN):

1.84 North west facing Slight 70-80

GEOLOG{¢olid / drift from Geology maps)
Bedrock: CHALK
Superficial: SAND ANIBRAVEto the north

NOTES ON SOILS AND/OR SITE DRAINAGE
Watercourse

SPECIAL INTEREST OF SITE:
Watercress beds

L) “¢ Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
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Oxfordshire Local Wildlife Site Survey Report

1. SITE DESCRIPTION

HABITATS OBITE ADJACENT LAND USE / HABIT. BOUNDARIES TO SITE
(Phase 1 and/or S41 habitat of (Phase 1 classification) (river, ditch, fence, hedgerow
principal importance) etc)

Stream ChalkRive) Road Fence

Srub Residential gardens Wall

Seasonal pondsncludingareas  Semiimproved grassland
of lowland fen vegetation)

Semiimproved grassland (tall Unimprovedneutral grassland
herb)

Unimproved neutral grassland  Broadleaved platation woodand

Improved gradand

1.1. BRIEF OVERVIEW

The majority ofthis site is a Local Nature Reserve. It consists of an area of traditional cressbeds that hay
been restored by a local group situated along the course of a ctiadlam.Areas of marshreed sweet
grass dominated swamp, scrub and grassland are also fadjdcent to the watercourse. The
watercourse flowing through the cress beds is a chalk river, a Section 41 habitat. The site stigports
Section 41 speciencludng water vole dunnack, grass snakebrown trout and a bumblebeeBombus
ruderarius (2005 and 17 notable invertebratesStreamwater crowfoot is also found on the site.

The site has also been surveyed for birds over a number of yathisrecords includinglunnock grey
wagtail kingfisher snipeand water rail

There is a proposed extensionttas site which includes thstreamchannelto the eastanda pond- King3
Pool

1.2. DESCRIPTION

LWSC Southerneastsection (upper bedsy Chalk stream

Thestreamis locally dominated by Gt SNONK &aa A (K F2 2 f-c@dvfod, lcamBidhd NS & :
duckweed, watermint, brooklime, water forgene-not, pink water speedwell andlue water speedwell.

The banks include nettle, meadowsweet, comfrey, flag iris, pond sedges, bittersweet and water figwort.

L) “¢ Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
@ .' 2019
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Thebanks have nettle, comfrey, great willowherb amdmall amount of green alkanet.

Cernrally (east of the road bridge) smilarbeingdominaed bywatercresswith somefool@watercress
and stream water crowfoot. Therislocally abundant watermint and@ccasional reed swegjrass at the
edgeand some patcés ofbulrush.

LWS- Northern west section (lower bedsy Chalk stream

The western end of the LWS has a wooded stream with ash, elder, hawthidaws (incuding crackgoat

and white wilbw), hazel (including soe large stoolsand a smalamountof wild cherry The fieldayerhas
nettle, ivy, bramble, ground ivy, sweet violet, cowglay, falsebrome, rough meadova NJ & & footO2 O
andwood avensTK S & 0 NB I Y AwaAteréredzl \Badercrés® anftl ihdiegetated sectiohbaremud.

Themainstreamchannelincludes sections of open water, areagh dominantwatercress andoolQ
watercress sectionof bare mud ancemergentstands ofreed sweetgrassand bulrush Other species
includewater forgetme-not, flag iris, monkey flower, purple loosestrife, water mibitersweet, blue
water speedwell, water figwortand great willowherb.

Open sections of the bank and adjacent land have tall herb including nettle, great weltbyogweed,
cleavers, bramble, dewberry, hop, comfrey, bitterswemglted thistle, col@-foot, R 2 3-8 NI i Q &
KSR3S -hiNGegys indweed, meadowsweet, ribwort plantain, h&bbert, creeping thistlanarsh
horsetail, soft rushpenduloussedgeandyarrow. Trees and scrub includdder,blackthorn, hazel,
dogwood,grey willow,field maple,crack willowsandhawthorn.

To the north there is a pool/seasonal pond dominategl bulrushwith great willowherb, nettle, reed
sweetgrass, watermint and bittersweefhere is also brooklime, hedge bindweed, blue water speedwell,
red shanks, cleavers and comfrey.

Proposed extension Channel by road

This is a narrow, briegided water channel with a gravel base. To the south, there is little vegetation with
no/very sparse aquatics. There is abantlliverworton the bricks just above the water level and the
brickwork also includeg Y I £ f | Y 2 dagrigde feth FpellKoky Niith@ wall, herb Robert, hedge
bindweed, dandelion, lonheaded poppy and nettle with locally frequent willowherb spediecluding

great and hoary willowherb to the south. To the north, there is locally daahaquatic stream water
crowfoot.

Proposed extension Kings pond

This is an inline open water pool with a silty base and little aquatic vegetation but includéssmahts

of monkeyflower and watercress. The banks are partly wooded with ash, heldel;, hawthorn, wild
OKSNNEI ay2¢0SNNES> 2andgray2wlcvaThi&igciides allaig® hazebsiool hearRhne NJ
road edge. Open sections include emargand marginal flag irieandwater mint Thebanks includeyrassy
areas and tall herb. Grassesludefalse oatgrass,Yorkshire fogD 2 Ofpa ged fescuecreeping bent
andperennal ryegrass Broadleaved herbs inafle great willowherb, spear thist| rettle, hedgecrane3-

L) “¢ Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
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bill, hedge bindweedyogweed ground ivy, sweet violehroadleaved dockcut-f S @S R-bilQiMyg; v S Qa
ribwort plantain,ground elder, herb Robert, white clover, da&yd greater plantain.There is also
pendulous sedgandsmal amounts of somgarden esapesincludingcampanula species

Atthe Mead Hose side, there is a wooded stream feeding into the pool. The stream banks include ground
elder, ivy, wood dock,attle, ash, alder, yew, weeping willow, conifers, hdilpe speags, pendulous

sedge, weeping willoycherry laureland spindle. There is some emergent lesser psadge.The pond

edge has alder, goat willow, dogwood, yewl|li, buddleia and hazel with nettle, cleavers, white bryony,

02 Y ¥ NB atdhguk ferhlbitBweet, ground elder and makern. There is locally abundant greater
pond-sedge.

Meadow to the south(outside LWS)

This flower richgrassland is dominated by Yorkshire fog and falsegoats withcreeping kent, crested
dog@-tail, cockd-foot andred fescue.Lesser pongedge is locally abundant and there is also some hairy
sedge. There igbundantblack knapweegdcreegingbuttercupand meadowsweetThere is also meadow
vetchling,yellow rattle, selfheal, common vetch, ribwort plantainhogweed, docksyarrow,groundivy,

and small amounts of betony, raggeobin, pyramidal orchid, dev@ bit scabiouscommon cetaury,
meadow cran&@-bill and wild basil.

There is a hedgerow with standard ash trees to the sotlitwards the south west corner of the field there
is an areas of blackthorn scrub and some small pavittsflag iris and marsh marigaldo the eastern end
of the field there areyoung planted trees. At the stream bartkere is a rougér strip of grassland with
falseoat-grass, docksjettle, comfrey and meadowsweet.

LNR areas outside LW&the north west- Pond, grassland and scrub to theorth of the lower beds

The pond has been planted with a range of speitiekidng water soldier, rigd hornwort, purple
loosestrife, greater spearwort, water mint, creeping bent, white waterlily, hoary willowherb, great
willowherb, flag iris, common clutush, lesser spearwt lesser ponesedge, branched bereed, Canadian
pondweed, greater pondedge ad marsh marigold.

There is grasslantall herb and sarb to the north. It includes buddleia, bramble, ash, elder, dogwood,
nettle, red fescue, bristly etongue, comfrey, oxeye daisy and hazel. There are patches of tall nettle with
great willowherb, hogweed and teasécrubby areascludewhite willow, buckthorn, hazel, elder and
hawthorn over nettle, ground ivy, herb Robert and ivy.

1.3. FAUNA

Thee has been a good amount of recordiafjfauna on the sitelt hasvalue forbirds, invertebratesand
mammals including otter and bat speci@ge sepaate wildlife reports)

L) “¢ Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
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2. TYPICAL SPECIES

The sites a sectiorof chalk river(priority habitas under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006)

Table 1. Speciegypical forwetland

Lowland Fen

Indicator Type | Taxon Group Taxon Name Common Name 2007 2019
Typical Higher Plants | Veronica beccabunga Brooklime X
Typical Higher Plants | Apium rodiflorum Foolswatercress X X
Typical Higher Plants Carex riparia Greater Ponesedge X
Typical Higher Plants Carex acutiformis Lesser Pondedge X X
Typical Higher Plants Caltha palustris Marsh marigold X

Typical Higher Plants Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet X X
Typical Higher Plants Lythrum salicaria Purple loosestrife X
Typical Higher Plants Lychnis flosuculi Ragged robin X

Typical Higher Plants Glyceria maxima Reed Sweegrass X X
Typical Higher Plants Typha latifolia Reedmace X X
Tygcal Higher Plants Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort X X
Typical Higher Plants Mentha aquatica Water mint X X
Typical Higher Plants Rorippa nasturtiurraquaticum | Water-cress X X
Typical Count 10 11

3. ECOLOGICAL CONDITI®SEESSMENT

PRESENT USED MANAGEMENT OF SITE
Use: Cressbeds

Management body: Local group/ Chiltern Society
Management: Managedfor wildlife andfor demonstration of historical use

Other details:

RECOMMENDATIONS

The site includea section othalk streamwith manywetland geciesincludingstream water crowfootlt
is well recorded with reords for avide range of faunalt has good access andlue for learning with
regular guided walks'hesite meets the dteria and should beetainedas a Local Wilife Site.

l“g Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
@ .' 2019
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pool. It adds additional haibat to the existing sitethough the roadside channel is very modifigétie
roadside channel includes sttm water crowfoobut has little vegetation fomuch of its length.

Type of recommendation  Tick Description

Boundary change H Cmsider adihgthe proposed etension and aditional area ®
flower rich grasslhad

LWS Status H Meets the aiteria for selegion

Additional surveys A

4. APPENDICES

APPENDIX HABITAT MAP

e
69F03 Ewelme Cress Beds -/’\'él'\
\

Key
LWS Proposed LWS
Chalk stream Semi-improved neutral
grassland (Tall herb)
Unimproved neutral Seasonal pond with
grassland Lowland fen vegetation
[ N ;
224 Scrub Broadleaved plantation
0
. Pond

Map produced by Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre in 2019 © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved Oxfordshire County Council Licence
No 100023343 (2019) FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY, NO FURTHER COPIES MAY BE MADE.
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69F03 Ewelme Cress Beds proposed extension ‘ -

LWS

Proposed LWS

Chalk stream Semi-improved neutral
grassland (Tall herb)

/ Unimproved neutral Seasonal pond with
grassland Lowland fen vegetation
N

Broadleaved plantation

Map produced by Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre in 2019 © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved Oxfordshire County Council Licence
No 100023343 (2019) FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY, NO FURTHER COPIES MAY BE MADE.
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APPENDIX PHOTOGRAPHS

South easend

Julie Kerans, OxfordshiBiodiversity Officer
2019
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North west section
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North west section- Pond to north
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